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Variability in Rainfall 



The Modern Dust Bowl 
Differences in 1930s to 2010 and into the future 

• More people-more demand on land and water 

• Different water supply and water demand 

• Different agricultural conditions- more soil 
conservation, less crop diversity 

• Different land use patterns - rural vs. urban 

• More woody plants - more catastrophic wildfires 

• Global markets 

• Energy development 
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Questions 
For the future 

• Outcomes of managing for pulses versus 
managing for presses? 

• Vulnerability response to variability in pulses 
and presses? 

• Intervention scenarios for managing for pulses 
versus managing for presses? 

 

 


